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The reasons for charging £30 per box plus postage
and packing were primarily two-fold. Firstly, to cover
the cost of materials and the cost of time to
produce the boxes. Secondly, to give the materials
value. It is often said, ‘That which costs nothing is
worth nothing’. These are good business reasons for
charging but we don’t want any obstacles to
people getting and using these boxes. We will seek
sponsorship and donations to help cover the cost
but these don’t need to come from the end users.
We are a mission focused organisation and money
is only a tool to make mission happen. Where we
find the money needed isn’t limited to charging for
materials or the services we offer. If a recipient
wanted to make a donation that would be fine, or
a church where we were sharing the boxes wanted
to make a donation that would be fine but if neither
happened, it wouldn’t prevent us from coming, and
giving them away to be used in peoples homes.
So how can you get hold of a box? The initial give
away will happen via churches. We would relish
opportunities to visit churches, share about what

 is all about and then offer
households a free box to take away and use for
themselves. I have recently written to many local
churches and still await responses from some, while
others are now booked up for a Sunday visit.
Perhaps  could be the person to mention to your
minister or leadership about me coming?
Let’s face it, we all love a freebie.

We live in a world that bombards us with clever
marketing all day long at every possible opportunity,
whether on the radio or TV, via Internet pages and
our social media streams we are enticed to try
something new. I wonder, if like me, you get sucked
into BOGOF deals. 
My thinking soon falls into the marketing trap that it’s
a bargain and will save me money - but will it? Did
I really want that item in the first place? Would I
actually use it? Of course having now purchased this
bargain I will want to get good use out of it to prove
I wasn’t sucked in in the first place (even though I
was). However there is another reason I find myself
taking up these offers. I recognise I wouldn’t
normally pay any attention to the item but with the
marketing incentive I feel encouraged to give it a
go. They have caught my attention and now I’m
curious. If I’m curious enough I am happy to give it
a go, to invest some money, some time and effort.
Once in a while that decision pays dividends and I
find something that is good and useful to me and
so I continue to use it and purchase it again.
We are convinced at FACT that 

 is really good and useful to households who
want to discover and engage with God.
In fact we are so convinced that this product is that
good we have decided to give it away! That’s free
of charge, better than a BOGOF deal.
Now if you are like me you are still looking for the
catch.
Let me explain why we will be doing this.
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Over the last few months I have enjoyed and been
challenged by 3 very different books. As Hercule
Poirot would say my reading engaged ‘The little
grey cells’.

considers what the generation that follows the
Millennials are like, their thinking and processes
and he considers how we might engage with them
in the gospel. There is a lot of good understanding
of this generation but White’s processes remain
fixed in an apologetic approach. That is to say he
sees providing information and ‘proving’ the
legitimacy of the gospel as the starting point and
way forward. This has been the process that the
church has used for some while now and it has
proved to be ineffective. I think that people start
with encounter and discovery which then leads to
questions and information which is the approach
we are taking with Time to Share at Home.

 is a book I
enjoyed as it considered how the church can
support our personal mission fields in the places we
find ourselves Monday to Saturday and not merely
seeing mission as being church centred. It thinks
through what we  when we ‘gather’ as church
that enables us to  when we are ‘scattered’ as
church during the week.

 for me was the one book
with massive extremes. Things I thought were just
brilliant and parts that I thought were simply wrong
and misleading. Rachel has an easy style of writing
and has some simple processes to measure what
you are doing as a parent. I loved her way of
describing how we hear from God. She talks about
‘Catching God’ with our whole bodies. This might
be hearing, seeing, dreaming or physically
encountering. Where I disagreed with her was her
misplaced emphasis emotionally. She continually
referenced scripture but misunderstood the
Hebrew perspective of what love is and where it is
centred. The heart is the place of decision making
not the place of emotional response. Intuitive
responses come from the soul which is described
as being in the bowels - hence a gut feeling.
So, 3 books, much thinking and time well spent.

I have a had a couple of requests for some diary
dates so people can pray more specifically each
day. Some dates have passed but they will give a
sense of what has been happening.

    Sept.
24th  Buggies & Bikes Toddlers
24th  ABC Tots
26th  Buggies & Bikes Toddlers
26th  Seedlings Toddlers
27th  Minnows Toddlers

      Oct.
1st  Daisy Chain Toddlers
3rd  Daisy Chain Toddlers
3rd Church consultation meeting
7th Development meeting of FACT Policies
9th Meeting with Children and Families Worker
10th Cheeky Monkeys Toddlers
13th St Mary Magdalene Intergenerational
 Service
14th Trustees meeting
20th Ashford Baptist Church - Preaching

      Nov.
10th RCF (Runneymede Christian Fellowship)
 Time to Share demonstration and talk.
17th St Peter’s Staines - Heaven@11 - Talk

At the time of going to press these engagements
are correct. Others will undoubtedly be added.
Please pray for these visits and engagements.

There are a number of on-going discussions with
local churches about supporting them with their
children’s ministry and engagement with families.
As further details and processes are agreed they
will be made known so that you can pray into
them, but for now please pray
for wisdom and insight to know
how best to proceed in this
area of ministry.



I was grateful to a friend who shared some very
useful insights into some ways we could improve
the  boxes. There are 3
simple things we have done to move it to the next
level.

They are everywhere you look, particularly on
social media. They are labels that allow people to
add their comments, ideas and pictures to the pool
of comments, ideas and pictures that others have
shared in the same way. We hope that as people
start to use the materials they might wish to
comment and use our hashtag. This will allow
others to see and hear some of the good news
stories from other households. The hashtag now
appears on all the boxes. 

We recognise that as we give the boxes away in
churches and the like we will not know who has
taken one or whether they have used it. Inside
each box is a leaflet encouraging people to
register online via our website so that we can keep
in touch with them to offer further support and hear
their good news stories. If they do this we will send
them a free bonus set of cards to be used with

 It will be on the topic of
loss and death.

We have recently had our website rebuilt and it
now has more flexibility to add and delete
numerous elements to help us engage with those
who wish for further support and interaction. It’s
very early days but we recognise that there is much
we could try and do at a distance that would
benefit households. The first stage has been to
encourage people to register with us but there
may be ways of offering more.

At the July Trustees meeting the budget for the next
academic year was considered and agreed. As an
organisation we had completed the previous year
with a small surplus by careful spending while
attempting to establish the new direction of our
mission. To place the emphasis on 

 was a brave move by the Trustees who
wholeheartedly endorsed Simon’s vision for
supporting households in their faith development.
The new budget is a budget for growth. We want
to develop the mission activities further and release
Simon into more frontline work. To achieve this we
will need to provide administrative support for him
and relieve him of much of the day to day work of
the charity that he currently undertakes. We are
seeking to raise funds that will allow us to employ a
part-time Administrator / PA. Ideally this role would
be 5 half days a week. There would be flexibility in
how that time might be apportioned. Until this
funding is secured we are stuck at the levels of
mission that can be offered.
There is another possible solution to this situation. It
might be that you, or someone you know, might
wish to volunteer for this position. Perhaps you are
a parent who once had a career in this area of
work and have now chosen to stay at home rather
than have paid employment. Could you offer your
time and skills to FACT in this way? Perhaps you
have taken retirement and rather than take
umpteen cruises between maintaining your garden
and looking after your grand children you want to
give something back to the community and God
and could bring your skills to bear. Perhaps you
have sufficient funds to live and simply want to be a
part of something special and unique in the locality
using the necessary skills for the job.
There are endless scenarios that could be
considered as to why you might be just the person
we need at this time in this place. Have you felt
some sort of stirring but can’t quite work out what it
means and where it might be fulfilled?
FACT is chasing a dream, which we believe to be
God given. The detail of how we might achieve it is
not always obvious, but that’s where faith comes in
and we are attempting to walk not by sight but by
faith. Could you be our answer to prayer?

The first visits of the new academic year to toddler
groups will nearly be complete for this half term by
the time you read this newsletter. We have added
another group to the diary this year while
continuing with all those we supported last year.
There are now 6 groups who see Simon each half
term. There have been lots of new young faces who
have sat spell bound as they’ve heard a story,
joined in with a song and watched and listened to
the wisdom of a puppet. I’m talking about the
carers, the children were brilliant as well!

This most recent set of visits considered how good it
is to say thank you and that when we do it makes
people happy. We thought about God’s beautiful
world at this harvest time and how we should say
thank you to God for all he gives to us. Some
children cuddle into their carers, while others sit on
the floor motionless and still others crawl over and
climb up my leg to get closer to the puppet. Never
a dull moment!

It’s all too easy to view FACT as a ‘one man band’
doing Christian children and families work but the
truth couldn’t be further from that. FACT has always
been dependant on, and benefited by, numerous
unspoken, unseen, dedicated, gifted volunteers.
There are currently 3 in the happy band who attend
the office weekly. Georgina, Dave and Mike have
risen to the challenge of manufacturing the 

 materials and boxes. They have
streamlined the procedure and have released
Simon to have more time for other important areas
of work, especially to be out and about face to face
with children and their carers. They didn’t so much
as flinch when set the challenge of completing 100
boxes by Christmas!
There are others who give their time and skills in very
specific ways. Nikki has spent many hours reviewing,
researching and rewriting our policies. To say that
this was a job that Simon was content to let go
would be a gross understatement - he has avoided
it like the plague for some time and was delighted
to see Nikki take up the challenge.
Last but not least we have a faithful board of
Trustees who govern and advise with a dual focus
of financial brevity and spiritual daring. The 4 meet
each quarter to listen and consider reports on the
work, bring challenges and make decisions as
necessary, while encouraging Simon in all things
relating to the work and the ministry of the charity.
We currently have 2 more people considering
whether to join the board.

      Laminated
sheets are no match
for the ‘Scan & Cut’.

Always time for a brew


